Not having been able to find a case of double rupture of one cavity of the heart on record, (although there may be such) I deem the following case worth publishing, as showing the truth of two remarks that have been made on this subject, viz., that the right ventricle is the part which gives way most readily from external violence ; and that this lesion may occur without any fracture of the osteal framework which surrounds the thoracic viscera.
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On the 6th November, 1866, I examined the body of a well made native about twenty-four years of age, who met his death at the Cawnpore railway station in the following manner. He was unloading wood in large blocks from a waggon on a siding, when a locomotive in too rapid motion struck it ; at the time he had a large piece of wood in his arms, and holding this he fell from the truck between the rails, the wood apparently having got under his shoulders; in this position the fire-box of the engine caught his lower extremities, and doubled them violently over the abdomen and chest, the right femur being broken in its centre, and thrust through the integument for about three inches. He was taken up dead, and I examined him some hours after. With the exception of the ccmpouud fracture of the thigh, there were but few marks of violence on the body ; the ?kin of the back and chest was abraded in patches, as if the body had been dragged along the ground for a short distance.
The peritoneal cavity was full of extravasated blood from extensive laceration of the liver ; ail the other abdominal organs were healthy. On opening the thorax the pericardium was seen to be full of blood, and slitting it up the right ventricle was found ruptured in two separate places. At its apex a rent was seen about an inch in length, and three lines to the right of the ventricular septum on the anterior surface, a probe passing readily into the cavity ; a second much larger tear in the wall was found at the right side of the ventricular base, triangular in form, the apex pointing downwards, and the base corresponding with the auriculo-ventricular zone, bat communicating only with the ventricle.
The heart and its valves, as far as I could ascertain without dissection, were healthy.
In the large edition of Taylor's "Medical Jurisprudence" (Ed. 1865) there are several cases referred to in which single rupture of this organ took place from external violence without any bony fracture, but in nearly all these the accident was caused by cart wheels passing over the chest, and the force may be said to liave been applied directly over the heart. On the contrary here tlie pressure must have been almost entirely confined to the abdomen by the doubling of the lower extremities on it ; the firebox or ash-pan of the engine being but eleven inches from the ground, it could not have passed over the body in its then position. I look on this heart then as ruptured from within by the applied force of the blood driven violentl y into the ventricle from the vena, cav% ascendens, and the peculiar valve-like rupture at the ventricular base opening outwards would support the "opinion.
As I find there is 110 specimen of ruptured heart from violence in the Medical College Museum Catalogue, except where the heart was directly wounded, 1 have put this one in spirit and forwarded it to that institution.
Cawni'Oke, January, 1867.
